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How is Maths taught in Reception? 
 
Self registration – children add picture to tens frames. How many children are here? How many children are away? 
 
Date – days of the week song, count up to the date number. 
 
Daily nursery rhymes – number links 
 
Daily Maths lesson (from week 4) – Review, Teach, Practise in groups, Apply 
3x Number 
2x Shape, Space, Measures 
 
Number Sense – 5 mins daily (from week 2) 
 
Maths opportunities within the environment as part of continuous and enhanced provision 

 

Mathematics 
Number 
Getting to know children and, through their play, assessing children’s ability 

to: 

Recite numbers past 5.  
Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals.  
Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects 
tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  
Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.  
Identify which group has the largest/smallest amount. 
Identify which group has most/more and least/less. 
Put two groups of objects together and count them to find the total amount. 
Solve simple real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5 with 
apparatus and support. 

Count objects, actions 
and sounds. 1:1 
correspondence to 10 
 
Developing fast 
recognition of up to 3 
objects, without having 
to count them 
individually 
(‘subitising’). 
 
 

Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, 
showing the right 
number of objects to 
match the numeral 
(numbers to 3) 
 
Developing fast 
recognition of up to 3 
objects, without having 
to count them 
individually 
(‘subitising’). 
 

Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, 
showing the right 
number of objects to 
match the numeral, 
(numbers to 5). 
 
Developing fast 
recognition of up to 3 
objects, without having 
to count them 
individually 
(‘subitising’). 
 

More than / less than 
Identifying groups with 
the same number of 
things 
 
Compare quantities 
using language: ‘more 
than’, ‘fewer than’. 
 

Numerical Patterns 
Getting to know children and, through their play, assessing children’s ability 

to: 

Begin to describe a 
sequence of events, real 

 Make their own AB 
pattern (stick, leaf, stick, 
leaf…) 
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Copy and continue an AB pattern 
Talk about and identify the patterns around them. For example: stripes on 

clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language like ‘pointy’, 

‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc.   

or fictional, using words 
such as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 
Link to sequencing 

events from the story 

Spotting an error in an 
AB pattern 
Identifying the unit of 
repeat 
 
Link to patterns in the 
story 
 
 

Spatial Awareness 
Getting to know children and, through their play, assessing children’s ability 

to: 

Name some familiar shapes. 
Beginning to select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a 
triangular prism for a roof etc.  
Understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is under 
the table,” – with no pointing.  

 Talk about and explore 
2D shapes (squares, 
circles, triangles, 
rectangles) using 
informal and 
mathematical language: 
‘sides’, ‘corners’; 
‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’.  

 Describe the position of 
something (‘Where is the 
teddy? ‘On top of the 
table.’) 
 

 

 

Wee
k 

Focus Skills and 
Knowledge  

Link to End of Year 
Objectives 

Possible activities Enhancements Key vocabulary 

1 Getting to know children and, through their 

play, assessing children’s ability to: 

Recite numbers past 5.  
Say one number for each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5.  
Experiment with their own symbols and 
marks as well as numerals.  
Know that the last number reached when 
counting a small set of objects tells you how 
many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  
Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.  
Identify which group has the largest/smallest 
amount. 
Identify which group has most/more and 
least/less. 
Put two groups of objects together and 
count them to find the total amount. 

Interactions within the environment – lots of opportunities to explore manipulatives in different ways. 
 
Opportunities to explore number, shape, pattern, measures within the environment – indoor and outdoor continuous provision. 
 
Counting songs and rhymes 
 
Counting games – hopscotch, games with a dice 
 
Hide and seek – using positional language 

2 

3 
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Solve simple real world mathematical 
problems with numbers up to 5 with 
apparatus and support. 
 
Copy and continue an AB pattern 
Talk about and identify the patterns around 
them. For example: stripes on clothes, 
designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal 
language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc.   
 
Name some familiar shapes. 
Beginning to select shapes appropriately: flat 
surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a 
roof etc.  
Understand position through words alone – 
for example, “The bag is under the table,” – 
with no pointing. 

4 Count objects, actions 
and sounds. 1:1 
correspondence to 10 
 
Developing fast 
recognition of up to 3 
objects, without having 
to count them 
individually 
(‘subitising’). 
 
 
Begin to describe a 
sequence of events, 
real or fictional, using 
words such as ‘first’, 
‘then...’ 
Link to sequencing 
events from the story 
 

Have a deep 
understanding of 
number to 10, 
including the 
composition of 
each number 
Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5 

 

 
 

Power Maths Unit 1 – Numbers to 5 

 

1,2,3,4,5, one, 
two, three, four, 
five number 
count – count 
forwards, count 
backwards 
how many? 
total  
altogether 
five frame 
cube 
same 
different 
arrange 
 
first 
then 
before 
after 
next 
finally 
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5 Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, 
showing the right 
number of objects to 
match the numeral 
(numbers to 3) 
 
Developing fast 
recognition of up to 3 
objects, without having 
to count them 
individually 
(‘subitising’). 
 
Talk about and explore 
2D shapes (squares, 
circles, triangles, 
rectangles) using 
informal and 
mathematical language: 
‘sides’, ‘corners’; 
‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 
 
Make their own AB 
pattern (stick, leaf, 
stick, leaf…) 
Spotting an error in an 
AB pattern 
Identifying the unit of 
repeat  (link to shapes) 

Have a deep 
understanding of 
number to 10, 
including the 
composition of 
each number 
Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5 

 

 
 

Power Maths Unit 1 – Numbers to 5 

 

Power Maths Unit 3 – Shape (2D 
shapes) 

  
 

1,2,3,4,5, one, 
two, three, four, 
five number 
count – count 
forwards, count 
backwards 
how many? 
total  
altogether 
five frame 
cube 
same 
different 
arrange 
 
corners 
sides 
circle 
triangle 
big 
little 
flat 
pointy 
straight 
curved 
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6 Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, 
showing the right 
number of objects to 
match the numeral, 
(numbers to 5). 
 
Developing fast 
recognition of up to 3 
objects, without having 
to count them 
individually 
(‘subitising’). 
 
 
Talk about and explore 
2D shapes (squares, 
circles, triangles, 
rectangles) using 
informal and 
mathematical language: 
‘sides’, ‘corners’; 
‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 
 
Make their own AB 
pattern (stick, leaf, 
stick, leaf…) 
Spotting an error in an 
AB pattern 
Identifying the unit of 
repeat  (link to shapes) 
 
Link to patterns in the 
story 
 

Have a deep 
understanding of 
number to 10, 
including the 
composition of 
each number 
Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5 

 

 
Power Maths Unit 3 – Shape (2D 
shapes) 

 

 

1,2,3,4,5, one, 
two, three, four, 
five number 
count – count 
forwards, count 
backwards 
how many? 
total  
altogether 
five frame 
cube 
same 
different 
arrange 
 
corners 
sides 
square 
rectangle 
big 
little 
flat 
pointy 
straight 
curved 
long 
short 
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7 More than / less than 
Identifying groups with 
the same number of 
things 
 
Compare quantities 
using language: ‘more 
than’, ‘fewer than’. 
 
Describe the position of 
something (‘Where is 
the teddy? ‘On top of 
the table.’) 
 

Compare 
quantities up to 10 
in different 
contexts, 
recognising when 
one quantity is 
greater than, less 
than or the same 
as the other 
quantity.  
 

Power Maths Unit 2 – Comparing groups 
within 5

 

 

 

 

1,2,3,4,5, one, 
two, three, four, 
five, none, zero 
number 
count – count 
forwards, count 
backwards 
how many? 
five frame 
first 
then 
now 
one less 
one more 
order 
fewer 
take away 
add 
altogether 
number story 
five frame 
represent 
 
where 
on top 
under 
next to 
underneath 
above 
at the side of 
 

 


