
Reception Maths Medium Term Plan – Spring 1  

 

 

 

 

How is Maths taught in Reception? 
 
Self registration – children add picture to tens frames. How many children are here? How many children are away? 
 
Date – days of the week song, count up to the date number. 
 
Daily nursery rhymes – number links 
 
Daily Maths lesson – Review, Teach, Practise in groups, Apply 
3x Number 
2x Shape, Space, Measures 
 
Number Sense – 5 mins daily  
 
Maths opportunities within the environment as part of continuous and enhanced provision 
 

 

Mathematics 

Number 
Link the 
number 
symbol 
(numeral) 
with its 
cardinal 
number 
value. 
(numbers 
6-8) 
Introduce 
tens 
frame. 
 
I can 
subitise to 
5 with 

Link the 
number 
symbol 
(numeral) 
with its 
cardinal 
number 
value. 
(numbers 
6-8)  
 
I can 
subitise to 
5 with 
greater 
reliability. 

Link the number symbol (numeral) with its 
cardinal number value. (numbers 9-10) 
tens frame. 
 
Compare numbers. 
(smallest/largest/smaller/larger/more/less) 
 
I can subitise to 5 with greater reliability. 
 

Link the number symbol (numeral) with its 
cardinal number value. (numbers 9-10) 
 
Compare numbers. 
(smallest/largest/smaller/larger/more/less) 
 
I can subitise to 5 with greater reliability. 
 
 
 

 

Compare numbers. 
(smallest/largest/smaller/larger/more/less) 
 
Understand the ‘one more than/one less 
than’ relationship between consecutive 
numbers (to 10) 
 
I can subitise to 5 with greater reliability. 

Explore the 
composition 
of numbers 
to 10. 
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greater 
reliability. 

Numerical Patterns 
Continuing 
an ABC 
pattern 
Continuing 
a pattern 
which 
ends mid-
unit 
Make their 
own ABB, 
ABBC 
patterns 
 

Spotting 
an error 
in an ABB 
pattern 
I can 
continue, 
copy and 
create 
repeating 
patterns 
with 2 or 
more 
objects. 

    Beginning 
to identify 
doubles 
to 10. 

Spatial Awareness 
  Use 2D shapes to make a picture. 

Select, rotate and manipulate shapes to 
develop spatial reasoning skills. 
Compose and decompose shapes so that 
children recognise a shape can have other 
shapes within it, just as numbers can. 

 

Use 3D shapes to make a structure, 
showing an understanding of basic 
properties (stack, roll…) 

 

Compare length, weight and capacity. 

 

Compare 

length, 

weight and 

capacity. 

 

Compare 

length, 

weight 

and 

capacity. 

 
 

 

Wee
k 

Focus Skills and 
Knowledge  

Link to End of Year 
Objectives 

Possible activities Enhancements Key vocabulary 

1 Link the number 
symbol (numeral) with 
its cardinal number 
value. (numbers 6-8) 
Introduce tens frame. 
 
I can subitise to 5 with 
greater reliability. 
 
Continuing an ABC 
pattern 

Have a deep 
understanding of 
number to 10, 
including the 
composition of 
each number.  
 
Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5 

Power Maths Unit 7 – Numbers to 10 

 
 

 

one, two, three, 
four, five, six, 
seven, eight, 
nine, ten 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,1
0 
ten frame 
count 
how many? 
total 
altogether 
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Continuing a pattern 
which ends mid-unit 
Make their own ABB, 
ABBC patterns 
 

 

count 
forwards/backwa
rds 
same, different 
odd one out 
more, fewer 
group 
 
next 
continue 
repeat 
unit of repeat 
cube 
round 
pattern 
size 
shape 
colour 
bigger 
smaller 
same  
different 
tall  
short 
stripes 
squares 

2 Link the number 
symbol (numeral) with 
its cardinal number 
value. (numbers 6-8)  
 
I can subitise to 5 with 
greater reliability. 
 
Spotting an error in an 
ABB pattern 
I can continue, copy 
and create repeating 
patterns with 2 or more 
objects. 

Have a deep 
understanding of 
number to 10, 
including the 
composition of 
each number.  
 
Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5 

Power Maths Unit 7 – Numbers to 10 
 

 

 

one, two, three, 
four, five, six, 
seven, eight, 
nine, ten 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,1
0 
ten frame 
count 
how many? 
total 
altogether 
count 
forwards/backwa
rds 
same, different 
odd one out 
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more, fewer 
group 
 
next 
continue 
repeat 
unit of repeat 
cube 
round 
pattern 
size 
shape 
colour 
bigger 
smaller 
same  
different 
tall  
short 
stripes 
squares 

3 Link the number 
symbol (numeral) with 
its cardinal number 
value. (numbers 9-10) 
tens frame. 
 
Compare numbers. 
(smallest/largest/smalle
r/larger/more/less) 
 
I can subitise to 5 with 
greater reliability. 
 
Use 2D shapes to make 
a picture. 
Select, rotate and 
manipulate shapes to 
develop spatial 
reasoning skills. 
Compose and 
decompose shapes so 

Have a deep 
understanding of 
number to 10, 
including the 
composition of 
each number.  
 
Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5 
 
Compare 
quantities up to 10 
in different 
contexts, 
recognising when 
one quantity is 
greater than, less 
than or the same 
as the other 
quantity. 

Power Maths Unit 8 – Comparing 
numbers within 10 
 

 

more, 
fewer/fewest 
greater/greatest 
smaller/smallest 
large/largest 
taller/tallest 
shorter/shortest 
compare 
how many? 
how many more? 
different/differen
ce 
 
puzzle 
triangle, square 
fold/open 
count 
how many? 
build 
turn 
same/different 
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that children recognise 
a shape can have other 
shapes within it, just as 
numbers can. 

 
4 Link the number 

symbol (numeral) with 
its cardinal number 
value. (numbers 9-10) 
 
Compare numbers. 
(smallest/largest/smalle
r/larger/more/less) 
 
I can subitise to 5 with 
greater reliability. 
 
Use 3D shapes to make 
a structure, showing an 
understanding of basic 
properties (stack, roll…) 

Have a deep 
understanding of 
number to 10, 
including the 
composition of 
each number.  
 
Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5 
 
Compare 
quantities up to 10 
in different 
contexts, 
recognising when 
one quantity is 
greater than, less 

Power Maths Unit 8 – Comparing 
numbers within 10 
 

 

 

more, 
fewer/fewest 
greater/greatest 
smaller/smallest 
large/largest 
taller/tallest 
shorter/shortest 
compare 
how many? 
how many more? 
different/differen
ce 
 
puzzle 
triangle, square 
fold/open 
count 
how many? 
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than or the same 
as the other 
quantity. 

 
 

build 
turn 
same/different 

5 Compare numbers. 
(smallest/largest/smalle
r/larger/more/less) 
 
Understand the ‘one 
more than/one less 
than’ relationship 
between consecutive 
numbers (to 10) 
 
I can subitise to 5 with 
greater reliability. 
 
Compare length, 

weight and capacity. 

Have a deep 
understanding of 
number to 10, 
including the 
composition of 
each number.  
 
Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5 
 
Compare 
quantities up to 10 
in different 
contexts, 
recognising when 
one quantity is 
greater than, less 
than or the same 
as the other 
quantity. 

 

 

 

 

more, 
fewer/fewest 
greater/greatest 
smaller/smallest 
large/largest 
taller/tallest 
shorter/shortest 
compare 
how many? 
how many more? 
different/differen
ce 
 
large/larger/large
st 
bigger/biggest 
small/smaller 
longer/longest 
shorter/shortest 
tall/taller/tallest 
further/furthest 
length 
same, different, 
equal 
measure 
compare 
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Power Maths Unit 10 – Measure 
 

6 Explore the 
composition of 
numbers to 10. 
 
Compare length, 

weight and capacity. 

Have a deep 
understanding of 
number to 10, 
including the 
composition of 
each number.  
 
Automatically 
recall (without 
reference to 
rhymes, counting 
or other aids) 
number bonds up 
to 5 (including 
subtraction facts) 
and some number 
bonds to 10, 
including double 
facts 

Power Maths Unit 9 – Addition to 10 

 
 

Power Maths Unit 10 – Measure 
 

 

count 
part 
whole 
altogether 
how many? 
total 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,1
0 
addition 
adding together 
counting  
more, fewer 
 
heavy/heavier/he
aviest 
light/lighter/light
est 
same 
different 
amount 
weight 
equal 
balanced 
balance scale 
estimate 
check 
measure 
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compare 

7 Beginning to identify 
doubles to 10. 
 
Compare length, weight 

and capacity. 

Automatically 
recall (without 
reference to 
rhymes, counting 
or other aids) 
number bonds up 
to 5 (including 
subtraction facts) 
and some number 
bonds to 10, 
including double 
facts  

 
Power Maths Unit 18 - Measure 

 

 

 

double 
equal groups 
double facts 
doubling 
more 
same 
different 
how many? 
altogether 
half, halving 
share 
 
 
full, nearly full, 
not full, half full 
empty, nearly 
empty, half 
empty 
more, most 
less, least 
nothing, none 
same, equal 
fill, pour, empty 
measure 
check  
compare 

 

 

 


